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President’s Message 

“The environmental benefits of 

recreational hunting” 
By: Daniel Gautreau 

wo of the roles of the Quality Deer Management 
Association include preservation of our hunting 

heritage, as well as educating hunters and the general 
public on the importance of hunting for our society. In 
fact, the society in which we live constantly calls into 
question the usefulness and importance of hunting. 
Several reasons can be used to demonstrate the importance 
of hunting, but none as important as the environmental 
benefits of recreational hunting. 
 

Source of ecological food 

The use of renewable resources extracted from a healthy 
ecosystem to support our food needs is much less 
damaging to the environment, than the total 
transformation of ecosystems in order to create areas of 
artificial food production. For example, during the last 
deer hunting season, just over 7700 deer were harvested in 
our forests. Assuming that each animal provides 100 
pounds of meat, that is over three quarters of a million 
pounds of meat consumed by families in the Province. 
This wild meat comes from a forest ecosystem that 
supports thousands of hectares of habitat for countless 
plants and animals.  Furthermore, forest ecosystems are 
responsible for protecting the quality of our rivers and 
lakes, some of which communities depend directly for 
drinking water. While it is true that agriculture is required 
to feed the human population, it seems logical to use 
responsibly what nature gives us in order to minimize the 
creation of artificial systems to produce food. 
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Mailing Address 
QDMA New Brunswick 

845 McLeod Ave. Suite 324 
Fredericton, NB    E3B 9Y4 

Or by email 
QDMANB@nb.sympatico.ca 

 

National Mailing Address 
QDMA-Canada 

283 Rue Des Tilleuls, 
Sainte Marthe sur le Lac, Québec 

J0N 1P0 

 

QDMA Canada Regional Director 

Matt Ross 
Tel: (Office)                              (802) 753-7614 
Tel: (Cell)                                 (603) 978-7427 

 E-mail:                             mross@QDMA.com 

 

QDMA Membership 
To renew your membership, or to join our 

growing association, drop us a line and we will send 
you a membership application form along with a 
brochure on QDMA.  

A one year membership is $40 or $115 for a 
three year membership.  Membership entitles you to a 
subscription to the popular Quality Whitetails 
magazine and opportunities to participate in 
QDMANB Deer Management Seminars and other 
activities. You will also receive our Newsletter and 
regular Members Bulletins. 

Email us at:  
QDMANB@nb.sympatico.ca   

Or write to us at: 
324-845 McLeod Ave. 

Fredericton, NB   E3B 9Y4 

 
 

QDMA Web Sites 
 

You can access information on Deer and Quality 
Deer Management by visiting the Web pages of the 
Quality Deer Management Association. 
 

www.QDMA.com     OR 
www.QDMACanada.com 
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President’s Message 

“The environmental benefits of recreational hunting” 

By: Daniel Gautreau 

Enhancement and protection of habitat 

In order to hunt, a healthy and functional ecosystem is 
required. Hunters use what nature gives them, while other 
activities replace nature by human and artificial 
installations. Since hunting requires a natural 
environment, hunters have always been the first to support 
and value habitat enhancement and the preservation of 
wilderness areas. 
 

Financial support for research and conservation 

It is a well known fact that hunters have always supported 
science and conservation. Hunters pay directly from their 
pockets to advance science in wildlife management. They 
invest in projects to improve habitat, the conservation of 
wilderness areas and in educating the public about the 
importance of the environment. One of the ways in which 
hunters invest in such projects is through the New 
Brunswick Wildlife Trust Fund. In fact, through the sale 
of hunting licenses, hunters contribute about half a million 
dollars annually to this fund so that it can support projects 
that will benefit all wildlife and the environment. Another 
way in which hunters contribute to the improvement of 
habitat and ecosystems is through their direct involvement 
in associations such as the Quality Deer Management 
Association. In fact, most hunting and fishing 
organizations have mechanisms for raising funds in order 
to invest in habitat protection, research and conservation. 
QDMA contributes thousands of dollars annually in 
research and in projects to improve deer habitat.  
 

The awakening of ecological consciousness 

When hunting is practiced according to the rules, hunters 
experience unforgettable moments where they are 
intimately in contact with nature. For those that practice 
hunting, it is a sport filled with emotions. When one is 
able to harvest an animal, the hunter will experience a 
whole range of emotions. A deep respect grows for the 
captured prey and the ecosystem that made it possible. 
The hunter is no longer a mere observer of nature, but 
rather a participant. He or she is part of the ecosystem.   
Over the years, hunters develop awareness for the fact that 
we are all bound by this ecosystem. We are citizens of the 
forest and we need to be good custodians of nature if we 
want to ensure the sustainability of our ecosystem. This is 
the greatest positive impact of recreational hunting: the 
creation of individuals with an environmental 
consciousness. 
 

Conclusion  
The human population is far too large to allow all citizens 
of the planet to participate in hunting. It is important to 

recognize that hunting is not the only way to get people 
interested in the importance of nature and that all hunters 
do not have the same level of environmental 
consciousness. However, people who choose to consume 
renewable natural products such as venison from healthy 
ecosystems which are managed sustainably should 
certainly be encouraged. A recreational activity that 
provides high quality natural food and which contributes 
to environmental protection deserves public support. 
 

Daniel Gautreau is a professional forestry consultant and 
President of the New Brunswick Branch of the Quality 
Deer Management Association. Contact him at: 

nburbanforest@live.ca 
 

Private Woodlot Owner’s Corner 

“Implementing your  

Management Plan” 
By: Jamie Floyd 

 

n the last issue, we discussed the benefits of getting a 
management plan prepared for your woodlot. The 

management plan identifies what you have for resources 
to work with and what activities you should consider 
doing, in order to reach your sustainable woodlot 
management objectives. Well hopefully, you did decide to 
go ahead and get a plan prepared and now you’re eager to 
get started with some of the treatments and activities.  
Where and what do you start doing first?  Hopefully, your 
plan included some type of an “Action Plan” or a 
prioritized list of what should be done and over what time 
frame it should be completed.  If not, here are a few 
general rules of thumb to follow. 

 

Your boundary and neighbours 
The first thing you need to do is to clearly identify where 
your boundary lines are on your property.  If you don’t 
know where your lines are, then you really have no idea 
what scale of resources you have to work with.  Get the 
lines retraced and marked with flagging tape, blazed and 
painted. If you can’t find them, get them surveyed by a 
licensed surveyor.  Before you go ahead and start cutting 
out lines, blazing and painting trees, make sure you have 
contacted your neighbour to let them know what you are 
doing and to ensure they agree with the location.  Maybe, 
they know where there is some old evidence such as 
barbwire fence, rock wall, cedar rail fence, etc. Such 
evidence could help you out in locating the line.  Your 
neighbours may even split the costs to have them retraced 
by a forester or forest technician and share possible 
surveying costs as well. The bottom line is keep them 
involved, because having a good neighbour will make 
your enjoyment of the woodlot that much better. 

Continued on page 4 
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Private Woodlot Owner’s Corner 

“Implementing your Management Plan?” 

By: Jamie Floyd 
 

The road network 
Now that you have your lines all straightened out, the 
focus then turns to access or road conditions for the 
woodlot.  Do you already have an adequate road network 
through the woodlot to access all of the areas you wish to 
manage?  A property with a good road system is a treat to 
manage. It may cost quite a bit to build a new road or even 
upgrade and old one, but the benefits down the road will 
be ten fold.  To have the ability to access the various 
locations of the woodlot will encourage you to want to do 
much more in managing your woodlot. If you know you 
have to walk for miles lugging equipment to treat a certain 
area, you and I both know that more than likely, it won’t 
get done.  However, if you can drive close to it, then 
“Bingo”, things will get done much faster and it will be 
more enjoyable. So spend the time and money to get a 
proper road system put in place and this will ensure that 
you will get started towards your woodlot and QDM 
objectives. 

 

Areas needing the most work 
Boundary lines are done, the road system is in, and now 
you are ready to start getting your woodlot into “tip-top” 
shape for the local deer herd and potentially get a source 
of revenue as well. Your next step is to read through your 
management plan and look at the various locations or 
stand types on the aerial photograph. They are usually 
indentified by numbers or letters. It is important to 
determine which areas need to be worked on the most.  
For example, if your property already has lots of deer 
wintering areas, (usually dense mature softwood stands) 
but has very little feed or browse for the deer, then you 
need to focus on fixing this problem.  Maybe the woodlot 
is too thick with dense regeneration, too tall for browsing 
and doesn’t provide any cover or wintering habitat.  There 
are many different scenarios you could have, many 
different stand types to work with and many possible 
treatments you can do to change the stand conditions for 
future objectives. Some of these treatments may include 
uniform selection harvesting, crop tree release, semi-
commercial thinning, uniform shelterwood harvests, etc.   
 

Conclusion 
In the next few issues we will begin focusing on some of 
these treatments and how they will benefit the 
development of your resources to suit your QDM plan and 
objectives. Also, don’t forget, there are sources of funding 
out there for these above mentioned treatments through 
your local forest products marketing boards. Contact 
information for them can be found on the Federation of 
Woodlot Owners website (www. nbwoodlotowners.ca).   

 

Stay tuned next issue for the first instalment of the 
several stand treatment oriented articles. The next article 
will focus on the uniform selection harvest and group 
selection harvest techniques, to improve the production 
and quality of the timber in your stand and to promote the 
establishment of fresh, preferred browse species such as 
yellow birch, red and sugar maple for the deer. 

 

Hunter Education & Recruitment 

“Bow hunting Surge in NB?” 
By: Richard Hooper 

 

e’re all aware of the decline in hunter numbers and 
the challenges we face to capture the interest of 

youth in order to recruit them into the hunting fraternity. 
Where and how is our hunting heritage going to continue 
if the trend of hunter erosion continues? Well guess what, 
it’s not all doom and gloom in the world of Hunter 
Education and Recruitment. There is one nice surprise 
unfolding locally which is worth mentioning. 
 

Bow hunter numbers are on the rise! Yep, it’s true, the 
numbers don’t lie. The New Brunswick Bow hunters 
Education Association, along with DNR, have been 
keeping tabs on the number of new participants taking the 
required one day Bow hunters Education Course, in order 
to legally hunt with archery gear. Here is the scoop for the 
last few years for the Province. 
 

Enrollment in Bow Hunter Education in NB 
                  Year                           Number of participants 

2005 191 

2006 206 

2007 296 

2008 412 
  

Since 2005, the number of participants taking Bow 
hunters Education has more than doubled. So far, 2009 is 
shaping up to be similar. The Fredericton group of 
NBBEA has put on three courses already this year, with at 
least one more slated for late summer, maybe two. Other 
regions are also putting up good numbers. Saint John had 
a course in late April that had 31 students enrolled. So 
things are obviously still rolling all over the Province. I 
don’t have numbers for other areas, but I’d bet a Tim’s 
large double–double that they too are running full courses. 
 

However, there is some perspective required when looking 
at the numbers.  Not all of these students are new hunters 
and/or youth. A good percentage, if not the bulk, are 
crossovers from rifle. During the most recent course I was 
teaching, I asked for a show of hands in various age 
categories (15-20, 20-30, etc) and out of 18 students, only 
two were under the age of 20. Several in the 20-30 range, 
and the bulk of the class was in the 30-40 age class.   

Continued on page 5 
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Hunter Education and Recruitment 

Bow hunting Surge in NB? 

By: Richard Hooper 
 

So no, there is not a huge influx of NEW hunters, but 
there is definitely an increase in the number of folks 
showing an interest in hunting with archery gear. 
 

Why do we have this interest in Bow hunting? That is a 
good question. I doubt it’s merely because they can hunt 
three weeks earlier. That option has been around for a 
long time, so it’s not a recent advantage. It may however 
be a factor. Providing additional challenge is usually a 
common answer as well. The increasing deer herd in NB 
has certainly helped. With folks seeing more than one deer 
in their fall travels, the chance of getting one with a bow is 
a little more realistic. If you rifle hunted all fall last year 
and never saw a deer, it’s doubtful you’ll run out and buy 
a bow and make your hunting even harder.  
 

I suspect Wild TV found on satellite may be having some 
impact as well, by exposing more folks to bow hunting 
than ever before. They have hunting and fishing 24/7, and 
a lot of bow hunting shows in their line-up. Laying’ on the 
couch on a Sunday afternoon, flipping through the 
channels and voila…bow hunting whitetails. It’s never 
been easier to feed your hunting interests and passion, and 
satellite TV is a buffet that’s open all day and all night. 
Whatever the reasons, it’s no secret that bow hunting is on 
the rise, not only in NB, but across North America.  
 

In our next Newsletter, we’ll look at “Crossbows…The 
Great Debate”. Should they be legal in NB, and what 
season do they belong in? 
 

Hunt Safe and Be a Good Mentor 
Hoop 
 

Homemade Mineral Licks 
By: Sean Moffett 

 

aking mineral licks available to deer is not only a 
great way to attract deer, it is also beneficial to them 

throughout the year.  
 

In the spring, especially after the last two winters, deer 
and other wildlife have used up much of their reserves and 
need to replenish their bodies. Later in the spring, 
lactating does and bucks starting new racks have more 
stresses on their bodies. The vitamins and minerals found 
in your mineral licks will help the deer through these 
stressful times resulting in healthier deer. 
 

There are numerous high quality commercial whitetail 
mixes on the market today full of vitamins and minerals 
that work very well.   

However, you can benefit your deer and your wallet by 
making your own mix that have many of the same vitamin 
and minerals that your deer need at a fraction of the cost. 
 

Homemade Whitetail Mineral Mix Recipe 
 

• 1 part Di-Calcium Phosphate (Dairy Feed 
Additive) 

• 2 parts Trace Mineral Salt (Red in color, non-
medicated, granular) 

• 1 part stock/ice cream salt 
 

Ingredients can be found at local agriculture feed stores 
i.e. Purina, Shur-Gain or Co-Op.  It usually comes in 50lb 
bags.  You will need to purchase 1 bag of each of the Di-
Calcium Phosphate and salt, and 2 bags of the trace 
mineral salt. Make sure all three are granular and not 
solid.  You should be able to make around 200 lbs for 
approximately $40 to $50. 
 

Directions  
 

• Use a coffee can or something similar to use as a 
measure for each part of the mix. 

• Mix together well, but not until ready to use. 

• Dig a circle in the soil around three feet in width 
and 6 inches deep. 

• Remove sod and debris. 

• Mix mineral mixture in soil. 
 

Tips 
 

• You should locate your minerals near a water 
source since the salt makes deer thirsty. 

• It seems to work best in soil that stays quite moist 
year round. 

• Replenish approximately every six months. 

• Locate your site where deer frequent already. 

• Use approximately 24 pounds of mix when 
starting or topping up a site. 

• The best time to start is early spring as soon as the 
snow is gone, but it is never too late to start. 

 

I’ve been making my own homemade mineral licks for the 
past three years with different successes at various 
locations.  I use my spots as a scouting tool by placing a 
trail camera on them mid to late summer and have been 
rewarded with pictures of a lot of different wildlife 

including some nice bucks. 
 

Good Luck with your mineral licks project. 
Sean Moffett 
 

If you have a question regarding any matter dealing 
with Deer, QDM or QDMA, write to us at: 

QDMANB@nb.sympatico.ca 
We will find an answer for your questions. 

M 
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Tree stand Form 
By: Tom Byers 

 

 nice 12 point buck slowly worked his way through 
the spruce and stepped out onto a shooting lane. 

Facing head on, I waited until he turned broadside to give 
me the proper angle. I slowly ease back to full draw, 
centered the pin behind his shoulder, released and watched 
helplessly as the shot goes high. I look at my arrow 
sticking in the ground and wonder, how could I have 
blown such an easy shot?  
 

While tree stands have certainly helped put a number of 
bow hunters in a position to harvest a deer, it also adds a 
new dimension to shooting. Many of us practice our 
shooting diligently throughout the off season hoping for 
that one perfect opportunity to harvest a deer during the 
season. We tune our equipment, work on our shooting 
form and put countless hours into practice by attending 3D 
shoots, stump shooting or just backyard target practice. 
However, we rarely climb into a tree stand to do it.  
 

Shooting from a tree stand requires the same form as 
shooting from the ground, but adds a couple new 
dimensions that we will discuss in this short article. First 
of all, for any reasonable distance, compound shooters 
must calculate the distance to the target, not by a visual 
line of sight from high up in the tree, but at the horizontal 
level from the base of the tree. If not, you will over 
estimate the distance and shoot high. Just when you 
thought all of that math you took in school calculating the 
hypotenuse was a waste of time, now you find it is 
actually applicable to everyday bow hunting situations. 
 

Probably the greatest reason for missing from a tree stand 
is not maintaining proper form. While we may have 
perfect form when shooting from the ground, our form 
tends to suffer when we are shooting at steep downward 
angles from a tree stand. Instead of bending at the waist 
and maintaining our form we drop our bow arm to 
compensate for the angle. This is guaranteed to be a death 
kiss, not for the deer, but for us. In order to maintain the 
proper form, we must lean out and bend at the waist 
maintaining the bow arm at that 90 degree angle to our 
bodies. This is not something many bow hunters feel 
comfortable doing from 20 feet in the air. That is why, 
having and knowing how to use a full body harness is so 
important. In addition, you must have complete 
confidence in it.  
 

So when you feel like a little extra practice this summer, 
strap on your safety harness, climb into your tree stand 
and practice leaning into your harness for support while 
bending at the waist. I find it helpful if I draw the bow 
standing straight (same as on the range), then bending 
while maintaining that form.   

Applying these two things to your tree stand hunting this 
fall will give you the confidence and ability to take that 
deer.  
  

We also highly recommend you play with the new 
software called “cyberdeer”, sponsored by QDMA.  This 
will show you where to aim when shooting from a tree 
stand. It will also show the point of impact, the exit line as 
well as the organs and bones hit. You will notice 
adjustments are required to have clean kills when shooting 
from an elevated tree stand. 
 

As a responsible hunter, you need to prepare for that 
special moment. It will be worth the effort. 
 

Tom Byers  
 

 Status of the NB Deer Herd 
By: Rod Cumberland 

 

s you read this newsletter, you and I both know that 
things in the deer world are not as rosy as they were 

when the QDMA-NB newsletter began in the fall of 2007, 
following our largest deer harvest since 1996.  
 

NB deer management pulled out the stops back in 2001 in 
an attempt to grow the deer population in NB and it 
worked!  From a mere 4,300 deer shot in 2001, harvest 
jumped by 150% to 10,570 in six years. We predicted in 
2001 that with “mild” winters, this increase was indeed 
possible, but that several bad winters could really 
compromise growth.  Well all those touting “global 
warming” must be eating a bit of crow, as unfortunately, 
we are at the receiving end of two tough winters. As a 
result, things presently don’t   look overly impressive. 
 

The winter of 2007-08 claimed 24% of the deer herd, and 
the winter of 2008-09 took another 20%. These losses 
however are averages of losses across all Wildlife 
Management Zones (WMZ’s) and not all areas have been 
rocked as hard as others. 
 

I’ve included a graph of the past 20+ winter severities as 
measured in the southern, central and northern regions of 
New Brunswick. This will give you an idea of the 
differences in severity, both over time and in different 
parts of NB.  Some hunters wonder why antlerless permits 
are still high or increasing in a few parts of southern NB. 
By looking at this graph, it is apparent that the last two 
winters are the most severe we’ve had in 2 decades. 
Losses in southern NB (the bottom line of the chart) are 
dramatically lower than losses in central (the center line) 
and northern NB (the top line). The graph below shows 
the percent of mortality for each year from 1988 to 2009. 
 

Continued on page 7 

 

A 

A 



 7 
Status of the NB Deer Herd -- Continued from page 6 

 

New Brunswick Winter Severity
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I was surprised to hear some NB residents say over and 
over this spring: “There’s deer everywhere!”  Well, there 
may be deer everywhere around houses, highways and 
roads, but any of us who spend much time in the woods 
know full well that this is the only place where there are a 
lot of deer. Once you drive even a mile outside of most 
communities into the back woods of NB, deer are a very 
scarce commodity at present. 
 

There are obvious impacts of two consecutive tough 
winters. Just as deer can experience exponential growth 
with consecutive mild winters, the opposite also occurs 
with consecutive tough winters. In mild winters back-to-
back, more deer survive, females are in better shape and 
produce more fawns. Fawn survival is higher, deer enter 
winter in better shape, and growth becomes exponential 
with each positive factor building on more and more deer.  
The opposite occurs during tough winters, with higher 
over-winter losses, does that survive have smaller fawns 
and we witness lower survival rates. Fewer deer have 
fewer fawns and growth declines exponentially. These are 
the realities of managing deer at northern latitudes. 
Mortality around feeder sites was even higher than with 
herds wintering in natural areas, as deer did not have the 
required cover and competition for food became more 
intense. Artificially feeding deer is apparently not the 
answer either. 
 

There was one bright light in last year’s harvest. We 
predicted that mature bucks would be more abundant in 
the fall of 2008, thanks to the higher abundance of 
yearlings in 2006 and 2007.  If you have the first issue of 
the QDMA-NB newsletter, you will see where I wrote: 
“Many older bucks avoided harvest in 2007 thanks to the 
slow rut, and the fall of 2008 falls back to one of the latest 
closing dates.” Obviously, the other helpful factor that 
took pressure off older bucks in 2007 was the bumper crop 
of yearling bucks thanks to the easy winters of 2005-06 

and 2006-07. Many hunters harvest the first buck they see, 
and the percent of yearling bucks in the harvest in 2007 
jumped to 60%!  As a result, mature bucks (3.5 years and 
older) in the harvest dropped to only 18.7%. Early 
successful hunters pack away the rifle, and this takes 
hunting pressure off the older bucks. These factors 
suggested that 2008 would be a great year for mature 
bucks.  Well, what happened? 
 

Remember, deer numbers were down by approximately 
25% across the province.  The harvest was also down by 
26% to 7780 from 10,570.  However, despite the decline 
in these numbers, the number of mature bucks in the 
harvest jumped from 1440 in 2007 to 1704 in 2008. The 
percent of mature bucks increased from 18.7% to 29% in 
2008. Some of this jump can be attributed to the decline in 
yearlings thanks to the tough winter of 2007-08 that would 
have taken more fawns than normal." 
 

We just completed a review of the biological data for 
2008-09, and the herd has declined further due to losses 
this past winter. We do expect the harvest to decline 
further in 2009 to approximately 6500 deer. However, 
weather conditions during the fall will have an impact 
depending on whether we have snow during the hunting 
season which will inflate the harvest, or poor weather that 
will reduces it.  Buck harvest will also decline this fall, but 
we do expect the mature buck percentage to remain in the 
25% range, which is good news for buck hunters.   
 

Be sure you take in one of the QDMA seminars or field 
days this summer and fall – you won’t regret it! 

Note: Rod Cumberland is NB’s Deer Wildlife Biologist 
with The Department of Natural Resources. 

 

A one year $40 membership in QDMA-Canada entitles 
you to a subscription to the popular Quality Whitetails 
magazine and more. Write to us. 
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Trail Cameras 
By: Tom Byers 

 

he use of trail camera’s has become increasingly 
popular. They are being used for numerous purposes 

including scouting, wildlife photography and camp 
security. With so many cameras on the market today, how 
is a person supposed to choose one particular make or 
model? The answer comes down to what you want it to do 
and how much money are you willing to spend to achieve 
that end.  
 

Not all cameras are expensive. You can buy a trail camera 
for as little as $50.00 or as much as $2000.00. You can 
have multiple cameras hooked up to one base station and 
have the pictures sent directly to your computer as soon as 
they are taken. For the most part though, all recreational 
end user cameras will be less than $600.00.  
 

Basically you are paying for function, trigger speed, 
exceptional customer service and features you get in 
higher priced cameras. You can’t expect a $50.00 camera 
to do the same things as one that costs more than ten times 
that amount. But then again, you probably don’t need 
anything near so elaborate.  
 

Let’s take a look at some of the things you may want to 
consider when purchasing a camera. 
 

1. Cost: $50.00 to $600.00. 
2. Trigger time: 1/10th of a second to 5+ seconds. 
3. Ease of programming: dip switches – computer 

generated. 
4. Picture quality: 0.3MP – 8+MP. 
5. Noise level: cycle noise of camera or switching 

from day to night function. 
6. Problematic: whiteouts, blackouts, false readings, 

etc. 
7. Temperature rating: above freezing down to -35 

degrees. 
8. Security:  personal security code, locking ability, 

security cases. 
9. Mounting features: brackets, bungee, universal 

mounts, etc. 
10. Weather resistance: water tight, rubber seal. 
11. Functions: burst mode, rapid fire. 
12. Color: color, monochrome or both. 
13. Flash Range: 15 ft – 50+ ft. 
14. Sensor Range: 20 ft - 90 ft. 
15. Flash,  IR or No Visible Flash (LFT). 
16. Customer service.  
17. Video capability. 
18. Picture capacity: 12 – 1000’s. 
19. Time lapse between pictures: 1 second – 1+ 

minutes. 
20. Battery life: days – months. 

21. In field viewing: display screen, reader or card. 
22. Size and concealment: small/large, camouflage. 

 

What you plan to use the camera for will determine your 
priorities and ultimately the camera you will choose. 
Some of the more popular commercial game camera 
companies include: Moultrie, Cuddeback, HCO Scout 
Guard, Leaf River, Reconyx, StealthCam, and Wildview. 
This is by no means an exhaustive list of cameras, but just 
some of the more popular ones. 
 

Most recreational users just want a camera that they can 
put on a bait pile and see what big game is coming to it. 
For this, most any of the cameras out there will do the job. 
You may miss a few animals, get the odd false triggers or 
whiteout pictures, but for the most part, the camera does 
what it is designed to do. Those who require or desire 
more should determine what is important to them and 
choose accordingly. If you are set up on a trail, then a 
faster trigger time is a main priority.  If you are using it for 
surveillance, then no flash and security may be major 
considerations. If you are using it on a food plot, then 
sensor and flash ranges may be your main considerations. 
The more functions you need your camera to perform, the 
more you will end up paying. There are several online 
review sites such as http://www.chasingame.com/. There 
are also forums and discussion areas designed strictly to 
talk about game cameras. You should definitely visit a few 
of them prior to purchasing any game camera. 
 

No matter what camera you choose, I think you will agree 
that game cameras open up a whole new horizon and 
endless possibilities for the deer manager. In a subsequent 
issue, we’ll look at using cameras to determine population 
densities and Buck to Doe ratios. 
Enjoy your trail cameras!! 
Tom Byers 
 

Annual Field Day 
Our second Annual Field Day will be held: 

Saturday, August 22, 2009 
In the Oromocto-Gagetown area 

To register, write to us at: 
QDMANB@nb.sympatico.ca 

 

Annual General Meeting 
Our second Annual General Meeting will be held on 

Saturday, August 22, 2009 in the Oromocto-Gagetown 
area. Details on arrangements will be provided at a later 

date. All members and guests welcomed. 
For more information, please write to QDMANB at 

QDMANB@nb.sympatico.ca 
 

Note: Participants will meet at the Irving Blue Canoe in 
Lincoln on Route 2 at 10 am from where we will travel to 

the meeting and field day site.  

T 
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Deer Wintering Areas 
By: Sylvain Caron 

 

eer have gradually expanded their range into New 
Brunswick since the early 1900’s and is now found 

throughout the Province. However, deer density varies 
within the various regions.  
 

Winter in NB is a major cause of deer mortality. It is a 
critical period for the deer because it is confronted with 
severe winter conditions. The small size of its legs and 
hoofs make it ill-suited to deal with deep snow. The 
pressure of his hoof is estimated at 490 g/cm2 compared 
to 190 g/cm2 for the caribou. That is why deer can easily 
break through a light snow crust. The mortality rate in 
some areas may exceed 40% of the population during the 
most severe winters. It is therefore important that deer 
wintering areas meet the requirements of the herd. 
  

Wintering areas are mainly found in areas of south facing 
slopes near water bodies composed of coniferous forests 
with a minimum height of 11 meters and a canopy of 
between 50 and 80%. The type of cover is very important 
because it is responsible for intercepting snow and 
determining the thickness of snow on the ground. A 
conifer forest canopy provides a proper interception, while 
under a canopy of hardwoods, the interception of snow is 
low. Deep snow will make deer movement and its ability 
to reach feeding areas more difficult.   
  

You will not find two identical deer wintering areas. 
However, there are two components that every deer yard 
has in common, namely proximity of food and shelter. 
Good shelter serves to reduce energy losses, while food 
sources provide energy. Given that energy balance is an 
important factor in the survival of deer, it is essential that 
food is near the shelter. Deer feeds mainly on annual 
shoots of trees or shrubs. Species most commonly used by 
deer in New Brunswick include maple, birch, cherry, 
beaked hazelnut, viburnum leaf alder, Canada yew, white 
cedar and balsam fir. 
  

The carrying capacity is defined as the maximum amount 
of deer the habitat can support without destroying the 
vegetation on which deer will feed. Each wintering area 
has a different carrying capacity. When the herd is below 
the carrying capacity, population growth will be greater. 
Deer population will decrease if the carrying capacity is 
exceeded. 
  

The average daily consumption required for survival is 
estimated at one kilogram of dry biomass per deer. The 
number of days spent within the wintering areas may vary 
from one region to another. In Northwestern New 
Brunswick, it is approximately 135 days. The biomass 

needed to support an average of 20 deer per square 
kilometre in the Appalachian region is estimated at 54 kg / 
ha which represents a density of approximately 17,000 
stems per hectare. 
  

It is important to estimate the carrying capacity of each 
wintering area in order to prepare an adequate 
management plan for deer. The most popular trend is to 
prepare a management plan for fibre. It is possible to 
improve the winter habitat of deer and as a result, provide 
more opportunity for survival. In the next issue of the 
Newsletter, we will discuss how to evaluate the carrying 
capacity of a deer yard. 

Sylvain Caron 

Forester 
 

2009 DEER Hunting Season 
 

he 2009 deer hunting season will open for Bow on 
Monday October 5th and for Firearms on Monday 

October 26th.  It will end on Saturday November 21st 
except for zones 1 & 2 where it will close on Sunday 
November 8th. Deer Management Areas 3, 4, 5 & 9 will 
remain closed once again this year to any deer harvest.  
 

Hunting will be permitted on three Sundays for the second 
year on November 1, 8 & 15. The cost of resident deer 
hunting licenses will be $38.42. 
 

The deadline this year for applying for the antlerless deer 
draw is 5:00 pm Friday July 17th. If you wish to apply, you 
first need to acquire your 2009 deer hunting license. An 
application form and instructions for the draw will be 
provided to you.  

Bow Hunting Season 2009 
Zones Open Close 

1 & 2 October 5 November 8 

6 to 8 & 10 to 27 October 5 November 21 
  

Firearms Hunting Season 2009 
Zones Open Close 

1 & 2 October 26 November 8 

6 to 8 & 10 to 27 October 26 November 21 

Note:  
WMA’s closed to Deer Hunting are Zones 3, 4, 5 & 9. 

 

Hunter Education 
There are many opportunities for enlisting in Hunter 
Education programs in NB. Obtain more information on: 
Hunter Education, Firearms Safety, Bow Hunter 
Education, Trapper Education, course schedules and other 
related topics by visiting the Web page of the NB 
Department of Natural Resources at the following internet 
address:   http://www.gnb.ca/0078/HunterEd-e.asp 
 

 

D 

T 
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QDMANB Newsletter 
 

he QDMANB Newsletter is published at least three 
times per year, by the New Brunswick Branch of the 

Quality Deer Management Association. News bulletins 
are also distributed to our mailing list throughout the year. 
 

QDMANB extends to all of you an invitation to 
participate in our activities. We are also interested in your 
comments on this newsletter or any other matter that will 
serve the interests of the whitetail deer, deer management 
and hunters in general.  
 

QDMA is for all those that have an interest in the white-
tailed deer and Quality Deer Management. While several 
of our members are woodlot owners, our  association 
provides an opportunity to access information, and to 
unite  individuals keen on making a difference in deer 
management in the province. 
 

Please take the time to invite those persons you believe 
may be interested in our newsletter to write to us by e-
mail or regular mail, in order to be included on our 
mailing list.  

 
 

Thank You 
 

to our 
  

Supporters 
  

Sponsors & 
 

Members 
 

 
Our next publication will be our 

September 2009 issue 

 

 

What is QDMA? 
 

The Quality Deer Management Association’s (QDMA) 
mission is to promote sustainable, high quality white-
tailed deer populations, wildlife habitats, and ethical 
hunting experiences through education, research, and 
management in partnership with hunters, landowners, 
natural resource professionals, and the public. 

 

Objectives 
 

• To serve as a collective and responsible voice for 
white-tailed deer hunters and managers. 

• To improve the quality of deer herds and hunting 
experiences through sound deer management. 

• To promote hunter education and participation 
through the conducting of meetings, seminars, and 
demonstrations, and through the production of 
educational materials such as books, videos, and the 
QDMA’s journal, Quality Whitetails. 

• To promote and financially support deer research and 
management projects relating to white-tailed deer 
management and/or recreational hunting. 

• To enhance the public image of deer hunters and deer 
hunting by providing a code of ethics for members to 
follow. 

 

 
 

What is QDM? 
 

Quality Deer Management (QDM) is a management 
philosophy or practice that unites landowners, hunters, 
and managers in a common goal of producing 
biologically and socially balanced deer herds within 
existing environmental, social, and legal constraints. 
 

The approach  typically involves the protection of young 
bucks (yearlings and some 2.5  year-olds) if they are 
being over harvested, combined with an adequate  harvest 
of female deer to maintain a healthy population in 
balance with existing  habitat conditions and landowner  
desires. 
 

This level of deer management involves the production 
of: 
- Quality deer (bucks, does, and fawns),  
- Quality habitat,  
- Quality hunting experiences, and  
- Quality hunters. 
 

You can obtain more information by visiting the QDMA 
and QDMA Canada web pages. 
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