
      

QDMAQDMAQDMAQDMA----NB NB NB NB 

NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER    
 Volume 3 Number 1 (6th publication)                               Date: November 2009 

This Newsletter is presented in both English and French by  
 The New Brunswick Branch of the Quality Deer Management Association 

 

QDMANB Annual Meeting 

President’s Message 
 

The Board of Directors of QDMANB submitted its second 
Annual Report of activities at the Annual General Meeting 
held on August 22nd. Following is a summary of the 
President’s message presented at the meeting.  
 

ince the establishment of our branch and the first 
Board of Directors back in May 2007, we have had 

many white-tailed deer enthusiasts within the Province 
support us in our efforts. Both board members and non 
board members have volunteered their time and skills in 
support of QDM and QDMA.  
 

Following our first AGM held June 26th in Belleisle 
Creek, the many efforts of our volunteers was rewarded. 
Our Branch was given the prize for the “2008 New Branch 
of the Year” at the Annual QDMA Conference held in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee.  
 

As we conveyed to you in our first annual report, starting 
a new chapter of QDMA presents its challenges, like in 
any other new organization.  Our large geographic area 
makes it even more challenging with deer herds in 
our various regions being subjected to different climates, 
diverse habitat and a variety of conditions. We also have 
hunters, wildlife managers, woodlot owners and other 
interested individuals that speak both English and French 
with different interests and priorities. There are many 
individuals in  New Brunswick  that are determined to 
help us make a success of our initiative in getting  
information, advice and science into the hands of deer 
enthusiasts who are  looking for more in-depth 
information on deer and deer management. 
 

One of the biggest challenges facing our Association is 
maintaining and expanding membership. Since the 
foundation of our Association, the number of members 
has more than tripled within a one year period.  Since 
then, our membership registration has stagnated.  Over the 
next few years, it will be important for us to encourage 
former members to renew their membership, and 
encourage new members to join QDMA. We are confident 

that with a sustained effort, we will be able to develop into 
a much larger group.  
 

We are confident that the membership will be pleased 
with the various activities undertaken in 2008-2009 and 
which are presented below. 
 

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation for all the 
support received from the National Board, the Executive 
and staff at the Association’s headquarters, the members 
of our Board as well as all those that have contributed in 
allowing us to continue to move forward. 
 

Daniel Gautreau 
President 
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Mailing Address 
QDMA New Brunswick 

845 McLeod Ave. Suite 324 
Fredericton, NB    E3B 9Y4 

Or by email 
QDMANB@nb.sympatico.ca 

 

National Mailing Address 
QDMA-Canada 

283 Rue Des Tilleuls, 
Sainte Marthe sur le Lac, Québec 

J0N 1P0 

 

QDMA Canada Regional Director 

Matt Ross 
Tel: (Office)                              (802) 753-7614 
Tel: (Cell)                                 (603) 978-7427 

 E-mail:                             mross@QDMA.com 

 

QDMA Membership 
To renew your membership, or to join our 

growing association, drop us a line and we will send 
you a membership application form along with a 
brochure on QDMA.  

A one year membership is $40 or $115 for a 
three year membership.  Membership entitles you to a 
subscription to the popular Quality Whitetails 
magazine and opportunities to participate in 
QDMANB Deer Management Seminars and other 
activities. You will also receive our Newsletter and 
regular Members Bulletins. 

Email us at:  
QDMANB@nb.sympatico.ca   

Or write to us at: 
324-845 McLeod Ave. 

Fredericton, NB   E3B 9Y4 

 
 

QDMA Web Sites 
 

You can access information on Deer and Quality 
Deer Management by visiting the Web pages of the 
Quality Deer Management Association. 
 

www.QDMA.com     OR 
www.QDMACanada.com 

 

 

QDMA is for all those that have an 

interest in the white-tailed deer and 

Quality Deer Management. 

QDMANB Board of Directors 2009-2010 
Daniel Gautreau           President 
Email:    Daniel@nbforestry.com  
Tel:  O. 736-6349  H. 737-8337 

Tony Henderson   Vice President  
Email:    t.henderson@rogers.com  
Tel:  O. 453-1995  H. 458-5919 

Tom Byers                     Secretary  
Email:    byersfam@nb.sympatico.ca  
Tel: H. 485-2535 

Sylvain Caron                Treasurer  
Email:    sylcar@4bm.ca  
Tel:  H. 739-8666 

Yvon Chiasson  Director 
Email:    yvon.chiasson@gnb.ca 
Tel:   H. 457-5523 

Roland Cormier              Director  
Email:    suecor@nb.sympatico.ca  
Tel:  O. 444-2859  H. 459-5460 

Jamie Floyd                    Director  
Email:    jfloyd@nbnet.nb.ca  
Tel:  O. 432-1278  H. 485-8085 

Sean Moffett                   Director  
Email:   moffett@nbnet.nb.ca  
Tel:  H. 433-6132 

Robbie Ritchie                Director  
Email:    Ritchie@nbnet.nb.ca  
Tel:  O. 737-5234  H. 737-8996 

James Savoie                  Director  
Email:    sylviesavoie@rogers.com  
Tel:  O. 423-2654  H. 735-8193 

Don Wolverton            Director 
Email:    speckle@nb.sympatico.ca  
Tel:  H. 276-3242 

Note: Telephone area code is (506) for all numbers above 

 

 

Newsletter contributors 
Editorial Board and Revisers: 
Daniel Gautreau  Yvon Chiasson 
Tom Byers  Matt Ross 
Roland Cormier 

Contributors: 
Tom Byers    QDM and Food plots 
Richard Hooper   Education and Recruitment  
Rod Cumberland   Whitetail Management 
Russ Henry   Hunting Basics & Bow Hunting 
Jamie Floyd   Woodlot Management 
Joseph LaBelle   Orienteering & Safety 
Matt Ross   QDMA & QDMACanada 
Sylvain Caron  Forestry topics 

Translation: 
Yvon Chiasson  Daniel Gautreau 
James Savoie  Sylvain Caron  
Roland Cormier 

Printing & Distribution: 
Suzanne Cormier  Melodie Cormier 

Editor:   Roland Cormier 
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Highlights of QDMANB  

Activities in 2008-2009 
 

Meetings 
• The first Annual General Meeting of the New 

Brunswick Branch of QDMA Canada was held on 
June 26th 2008 in Belleisle Creek. There were 35 
persons in attendance for this event. Following 
our AGM, our first field day was held at the farm 
of member Tom Byers in the same community.  

• The board of Directors held seven meetings 
during the past year. A number of committee 
meetings were also held throughout the year. 

Distribution list 
A distribution list was maintained which is now composed 
of approximately 400 persons. This list is used for 
communicating information and our newsletter. Our 
primary means of communication is through email.   
Power point presentation 
The Branch maintained and updated a power point 
presentation for New Brunswick on QDM and QDMA for 
use at various functions held throughout the Province. 
This presentation is available in both English and French.  
Education and Outreach   
Several activities were held in conjunction with our 
Education and Outreach efforts. The Branch intends to 
continue offering presentations on QDM and QDMA to 
Fish and Game Associations as well as other groups in the 
Province. Activities in this regard over the past year 
included the following: 

• QDMANB had a booth at the Sussex Fish and 
Game Sportsmen Show on September 12 to 14, 
2008. There were several hundred persons that 
stopped at the QDMA booth which was shared 
with member Richard Hoar. A member of the 
Board also presented a talk during this event. The 
Association will again be present at the show in 
September 2009. 

• A member of the Board made a presentation to 
members of the Sussex Fish and Game 
Association on February 17. There were 50 
persons in attendance at this event. 

• A member of the Board was invited to make a 
presentation at the Grand Falls Fish and Game 
Club on February 25. There were over 100 
persons in attendance at this event. 

• QDMANB held an information session in 
Miramichi on March 27. There were 20 persons in 
attendance at this event. 

• The President of the Board made a presentation on 
QDMA at a Fish and Game gathering on March 
28 in Tracadie-Sheila. There were 50 persons in 
attendance at this event. 

• The President was invited to make a presentation 
at the Annual Meeting of the New Brunswick 
Wildlife Federation on April 4.     

• QDMANB had a booth at the Harvey Fish and 
Game Show that was held on April 25.   

• QDMANB had a booth at the “Salon de la Foret” 
held in Edmundston from May 7 to 9 in 
Edmundston. There were several hundred persons 
that visited the QDMANB kiosk. 

• The President presented a discussion paper to the 
NB Wildlife Trust Fund 

Fundraisers 
The Branch organised its first raffle to raise funds for the 
association in New Brunswick. This activity generated 
revenues of approximately $2000. A second raffle is being 
launched with a draw in December 2009. The membership 
dues of QDMA Canada are held at the Canadian 
Headquarters to cover administrative costs at the National 
level.  
Research Project 
QDMANB received a grant from the New Brunswick 
Wildlife Trust Fund in the amount of $5,950 for our 
infrared camera deer density survey project. One of the 
leading objectives of the project is to determine the 
variance of localized deer densities, to that of provincial 
deer density numbers within wildlife management zones. 
This initiative will assist landowners, communities and 
government to make sound management decisions.   
Collaboration 
The Branch maintained close communications with both 
the Association Headquarters in the US and the National 
Board during the last year. One of our members, Rod 
Cumberland, was a speaker at the QDMA’s 8th National 
Convention & Whitetail Exposition held in Chattanooga 
Tennessee in July 2008. 
Newsletter and other Publications 
QDMANB published three issues of its Newsletter in 
2008-2009. The three issues were published in September, 
February and June in both English and French. There were 
also four members’ bulletins distributed through email 
during the past year. QDMANB will also update its flyer 
over the course of the next few months. 
Media coverage 
A few articles appeared in provincial newspapers on 
QDMA over the past year. In addition, QDMANB 
collaborated with a new French Sportsmen magazine. 
“Aventure Nord-Est” is interested in running some of the 
articles contained in our newsletter.  
Recognition 
The New Brunswick Branch of QDMA received the 2008 
New Branch of the year award at the QDMA Convention 
held in Chattanooga Tennessee at the end of July 2008. 
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Summary of the 2009  

AGM & Annual Field Day 
By: The Editorial Team 

he 2009 Annual General Meeting and Field Day was 
held on August 22nd and hosted by QDMA member 

Richard Hooper. The Field Day proved to be both 
informative and entertaining for the 15 QDMA members 
and several other guests that attended the event.   
 

The annual report of QDMANB was presented by 
President Daniel Gautreau and is summarized in an 
accompanying article in this newsletter.  
 

During the discussion, it was noted that membership grew 
quickly since the creation of the Branch in 2007, but has 
since stagnated. It was agreed that this would be the 
group’s biggest challenge as it moves forward.    
 

Participants expressed the need for obtaining more 
information in regard to food plots and planting species. It 
was agreed that Tom Byers would develop a factsheet on 
plant species for NB food plots which will be made 
available for general distribution. 
 

Rod Cumberland reported on the initiative to improve the 
Canadian web page. QDMA headquarters has set aside 
$3000.00 to this end.  
 

During the presentation of the Treasurer’s report, it was 
reported that the Branch had a balance of $1218.39 in the 
account. 
 

The President informed the participants of the various 
presentations to groups that were made during the last 
year, including the discussion paper submitted to the NB 
Wildlife Council. During the discussion, it was agreed that 
organisations such as the Federation of Woodlot Owners 
should be primary target groups in the future.  
 

Discussion was held around the suggestion of QDMANB 
splitting into two chapters. The objective of such a 
measure would be to better service membership and to 
make it easier to attend meetings. A provincial body 
comprised of membership from both groups would be 
maintained. It was agreed that the Board be mandated to 
look into this matter and bring forward detailed proposals 
at the next AGM. 
 

The President presented the first annual award for the 
“Exceptional Member of the Year”. This is given to a 
number that has shown leadership qualities and that has 
been involved in an exemplary fashion in various 
activities of the Branch. Given the exceptional 
contributions of two members, the award was given to 
Tom Byers and Roland Cormier. Congratulations to these 
two passionate volunteers who have volunteered their time 

and contributed their expertise to QDMANB. This award 
is well deserved. 
 

During the election of officers, the following were elected 
for a two year term: Sylvain Caron, Robbie Ritchie, Sean 
Moffet, James Savoie and Yvon Chiasson. Tom Byers was 
elected as Secretary, and Sylvain Caron as Treasurer. The 
new Board of Directors for the year 2009-2010 is 
composed of the following volunteers:  

• Daniel Gautreau, President 

• Tony Henderson, Vice-President 

• Tom Byers, Secretary 

• Sylvain Caron, Treasurer 

• Yvon Chiasson, Director  

• Roland Cormier, Director 

• Jamie Floyd, Director 

• Sean Moffet, Director 

• Robbie Ritchie, Director 

• James Savoie, Director  

• Don Wolverton, Director 
 

The 2009 raffle fundraiser was launched and details are 
contained in this Newsletter in an accompanying article. 
 

2009 Fundraiser 
 

he New Brunswick Branch of the Quality Deer 
Management Association is organizing its second 

raffle to raise funds for the NB Branch. There are several 
prizes, including a top prize of a fully loaded bow set or a 
Winchester 270 bolt action. Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 for 
$10.00. There are only 2000 tickets printed. 
 

We would appreciate the assistance of all our members 
and friends in ensuring that all 2000 tickets are sold prior 
to the draw on December 15th 2009. Should you wish to 
sell or purchase tickets, please drop us a line or email us at 
qdmanb@nb.sympatico.ca.  
 

List of Prizes 
1) Fully loaded Bow set or a Winchester .270 Bolt 

Action, a value of $1,000. 
2) Painting, value of $400. 
3) Ladder tree stand, value of $280. 
4) Range Finder, value of $240. 
5) Food Plot kit, value of $150. 
6) Trail Camera, value of $125. 
7) Scent elimination kit, value of $50. 
8) Deer Clock, value of $33. 
9) Code Blue Scent Dispenser, value of $30. 
10) Bag of Biologic’s Clover Plus, value of $25. 

 

For more information on QDM, QDMA & 
QDMANB, contact a member of the Board 

listed on page 2. 

T 

T 
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Deer Management: 

“The next 10 years” 
By: Rod Cumberland 

 

s I began to plan the fall hunt for 2009, I realized that 
next fall, hunting in our household takes on a whole 

new look. The first of my four kids will finally be able to 
hunt with me in New Brunswick. That’s a day I have been 
really looking forward to.  
 

Over the past five years, we have been forced to venture 
west to Maine in order to give my kids a taste of hunting 
before the cars, girls and everything else takes their 
interest away. That’s due to the regulations on the age of 
youth hunting in the Province. 
 

As I contemplated this change, I wondered what advice on 
deer hunting in New Brunswick over the next 10 years I 
should be giving. Where should they build a camp?  What 
kind of weapon should they become proficient with?  
Where will all the deer be? What opportunities will there 
be for hunters over the next few years? Regardless of 
where, how or why you hunt, this article attempts to 
provide an outlook on how things will evolve from my 
perspective. 
 

Deer “heaven” is changing.   
When I began hunting in the early 1980’s, my father and I 
spent our time scouting and hunting clear cuts, which was 
the focal point at that time for high deer numbers.  
Following a skidder around during this time period was 
the successful hunter’s ticket to putting venison on the 
table. This is still true on privately-owned land, where 
herbicide spraying and planting occurs at 1/6th the rate as 
compared to Crown land. Intensive forestry activities have 
changed the landscape for deer on public land. If your 
camp is close to these areas, I’d consider relocating to an 
area with better habitat. Increasing plantations and 
silviculture on Crown lands will not help the current 
exodus of deer. This problem was discussed at the 2009 
QDMA field day and a committee is looking into ways to 
try and apply a bit of QDM philosophy to Crown land. 

 

Hunter numbers.   
While the trend through the 1990’s has been a decline in 
the number of hunters, we have witnessed a stall in the 
trend since 2000. Numbers actually increased from 2005 
to 2008. There appears to be a core of roughly 50,000 
hunters with fluctuations in those years the opportunistic 
buy a licence when they see more deer around.  While this 
trend may seem positive, it has resulted in what seems to 
be increasing hunter effort where deer numbers stay 
healthy.  This can lead to increased conflict and potential 
for landowner conflict unless we are prepared for it and 
plan for it accordingly. 
 

Hunting style.   
Take a drive along highway 100 from Saint John to 
Sussex and you’ll soon see where the new “deer heaven” 
is growing, in the suburban areas. This increase in deer 
numbers around settlements and the problems these deer 
create will offer new opportunities for hunters in NB. 
    

However, to capitalize on these areas, the new breed of 
hunters will need to be adaptable in more ways than one.  
Gone are the days in the deep woods with only the sounds 
of squirrels and grey jays.  Hunters in the next generation 
will have to listen to vehicle traffic, kids playing and 
industrial sounds.  The deer will be the same, but the 
environment will be very different.  Rather than trying to 
navigate your way out of the dark woods avoiding coyotes 
and bear, you’ll be trying to get to your car without a 
neighbour scolding you for hunting, or avoiding a dog 
from taking a piece out of your camo. 
 

Hunting weapon.   
Hunters’ weapon of choice has always been the rifle in 
NB. This is likely due to the places we typically have 
hunted.  However, given where the deer are, and who else 
lives there, suburbia is much less tolerant of our 30-30’s 
and 270’s.  You won’t be in their back yard with that 
carbine. However, they warm up much quicker to the idea 
of a compound bow with limited discharge and the silent 
release.  They have a “Take my back yard deer, just don’t 
let me hear you doing it” attitude.  
 

While we’re on weapons, the average age of hunters is 
nearly 50 in NB.  This means that the archery option is not 
real attractive for an aging body.  However, manufacturers 
and salesmen of crossbows have seen this emerging 
market for their gear, and have aggressively marketed 
crossbows as the solution to the aging hunter. While I’m 
not too thrilled at the idea of sharing the archery woods 
with a crossbow, gun hunters see this as the $800 ticket to 
an extra three weeks of deer hunting in NB. 

 

Hunting style.   
As deer gradually move from “sacred cow” status to 
“vermin” status, history has shown us that we civilized 
people are much less tolerant of wildlife as they threaten 
our safety. Whether it is the diseases they carry, the 
expense they cost us in landscape loss or vehicle repairs, 
they are not seen as being very attractive. This usually 
means “get rid of the deer and it doesn’t have to be during 
deer season”. Special hunts are usually a cost-effective 
means to accomplish this. The nuisance deer project and 
the Grand Manan archery hunt are but two examples of 
the changes that will be needed to keep hunters as the 
“tool of choice” to remove too many deer. 
 

Continued on page 6 
 
 

A 
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Continued from page 5 

Deer Management: 

“The next 10 years” 

By: Rod Cumberland 
Hunting Associations.   
Never has there been a better environment for a group 
such as QDMA. We may not embrace the entire QDMA 
philosophy in a Province where hunters are few and a high 
proportion of young bucks walk simply due to our lack of 
hunter effort.  Unlike most states that love QDM, where 
mature bucks rarely get over 8% of the buck harvest, in 
NB, mature bucks regularly make up over 20% of the 
buck harvest.  It is the ability of growing deer where you 
want them that make QDMA attractive here. Many of the 
suburban areas have farmland going fallow, and unused 
fields are starting to become alder. Old woodlots are being 
cut by large forest contractors to be bought for 
subdivisions. While some may see this as negative, it 
provides tremendous opportunity for creative hunters.  Co-
operatives can come together to manage many small 
parcels of land, and hunting clubs can form and purchase 
some of this real estate to be managed for deer production 
alone. There are thousands of stories that prove “If you 
build it, they will come” in the QDMA Magazine “Quality 
Whitetails”.   
 

If the above changes don’t tickle your fancy, or excite you 
about the future direction of deer hunting, you do have the 
ability to direct your hunting future by taking advantage of 
these emerging opportunities and combining the 
knowledge of deer managers across North America to 
create your own little piece of heaven.  

 

Q D M A Wraps Up  

Successful Convention 
________________________________________________________________ 

BOGART, GEORGIA - The Quality Deer Management 
Association's Ninth Annual National Convention and 
Whitetail Expo concluded Sunday, July 26th with a host 
of camo-clad convention-goers flooding the expo hall. 
Louisville proved to be the perfect location for this year's 
event, which was well attended and highly praised by 
convention-goers.  
 

In the words of Dan Perez of Whitetail Properties, "We 
just returned from the QDMA National Convention, and 
all I can say is bravo! As you know, we are in the land 
sales business; however, judging from the interest and 
sheer number of people at our booth, you would think we 
were offering free hunts. We stayed busy the whole time. 
In fact, the flow of traffic throughout the exhibit hall was 
outstanding! The QDMA staff handled every event and 
every aspect of the convention as smoothly and as 
professionally as I have ever witnessed. We are already 
looking forward to next year's QDMA Convention." 

Each year QDMA brings together the most well-
respected biologists and white-tailed deer specialists, 
industry celebrities, country music entertainers, and in-
demand exhibitors who make the National Convention a 
must-see event for the dedicated attendees. The 9th 
Annual National Convention was a great success for the 
QDMA as well as a step forward in the growth of the 
organization and the realization of the mission of better 
deer and better deer hunting. 
 

The four-day event was packed with intense research 
sessions geared toward committed land managers and 
hunters, informative seminars for outdoor enthusiasts, fun-
filled evenings with live entertainment and exciting 
auctions, an awards ceremony to recognize committed 
individuals, top-notch taxidermy, and a Whitetail Expo 
with 135 vendors offering the newest and best in wildlife 
management gear. 
 

"This year's event was a great success for the QDMA 
Team. Once again, it set the bar for future events. Each 
year the event allows us to entertain and educate our 
members and also to introduce new friends to the QDM 
philosophy. Additionally, we provide the nation's best 
Whitetail Expo dedicated to the deer hunter and manager. 
We would like to thank all who supported QDMA with 
their attendance. We hope that they will help spread the 
word about next year's event, which will be back in 
Louisville; the planning has already begun!" said Randy 
Bowden, QDMA's Director of Marketing and Corporate 
Relations.  
 

About QDMA 
Founded in 1988, QDMA is a national non-profit wildlife 
conservation organization with more than 50,000 
members in all 50 states and Canada, and several foreign 
countries. Membership in QDMA is open to anyone 
interested in better deer and better deer hunting, and 
committed to ethical hunting, sound deer management and 
the preservation of the deer-hunting heritage. To learn 
more about QDMA and why it is the future of deer 
hunting, call (800) 209-3337 or visit www.QDMA.com. 
QDMA ... The Future of Deer Hunting  

 

 

 

Hunter Education 
There are many opportunities for enlisting in Hunter 
Education programs in NB. Obtain more information on: 
Hunter Education, Firearms Safety, Bow Hunter 
Education, Trapper Education, course schedules and other 
related topics by visiting the Web page of the NB 
Department of Natural Resources at the following internet 
address:   http://www.gnb.ca/0078/HunterEd-e.asp 
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Stand hunting or Not 
By: Tom Byers 

 

owhunters have become increasingly dependent on 
tree stands in recent years and with good reason.  

They put you above the line of sight on game animals and 
give you a better field of view. They sometimes allow you 
to set up close to a trail, with the wind going in the wrong 
direction and reduce the potential to be scented by your 

quarry. But is it the only way, or even the best way to 
hunt, if you are a bow hunter? 
 

Still hunting was my principal method of rifle hunting. 
Sneaking along quietly, taking a few steps and then 
stopping to check all the available cover for that telltale 
sign of an ear twitching or horizontal outline of a deer 
back. Rarely would we ever concede to sitting motionless 
in a tree stand for hours on end. Since starting bow 
hunting 25 years ago, I have to admit that I have opted for 
a tree stand more often than not, but there are numerous 
times when it is not the best option.  
 

On many occasions, there is not a suitable tree available. 
In some cases, there is just a pole stage tree that is just big 
enough to strap your stand at 16 feet. If you are ever 
hunting with a bit of wind, you will feel like a rowboat in 
a hurricane which doesn’t make for a nice feeling or good 
shooting. Yet people will still opt to place a stand anyway 
and then wonder why they are not seeing deer from that 
stand. It is always better to find a different spot than 
educate the animals you are trying to harvest. Another 
problem is mobility. If an animal shows up out of range, 
all you can do is try to coax it closer, which is difficult at 
the best of times since deer have an uncanny ability to fix 
the exact spot a sound is coming from. Last year I was 
fortunate enough to have a pair of does slip by me at about 
60 yards while set up on the ground. Instead of just 
watching them walk away, I was able to trail along behind 
them with the help of a slight breeze and harvest one of 
them. I never would have had that opportunity had I been 
in a tree.  
 

Safety is another issue. Statistics are published every year 
on the number of people who fall from tree stands. Now-
a-days, most people wear a fall restraint device which 
goes a long way toward preventing loss of life. But if you 
have even fallen while climbing, or you have fallen out of 
a stand while strapped in, you know that it is still no 
picnic and you can still do enough damage to cancel your 
hunting season. I don’t know how many times I’ve nodded 
off while sitting in a tree stand and snap out of it when I 
feel myself falling, I end up flailing like an eggbeater to 
get my balance and grab for anything that would keep me 
from taking a short fall to the end of my harness. Neither 
is a nice feeling nor conducive to seeing game. Yet while 

set up on the ground, I sometimes take a quick power 
nap and am then ready for another few hours of vigilance. 
Ground blinds can be commercial pop up tents or a natural 
setting. If you opt for a commercial pop-up, then it is 
always better to brush it in and leave it out for a few days 
for the deer to get used to seeing it. If you set up along a 
field edge, it is better to have it out in full view as this 
seems to bother deer less as they get used to seeing it as 
no threat very quickly. 
 

I feel that tree stands are still the best option for bow 
hunters in most situations, but don’t limit yourself if you 
have never tried hunting from the ground. Still hunting, 
spot and stalk, and ground blinds are all viable ways to 
harvest deer with a bow and I have used them all 
successfully and filled my tag. Just remember that deer 
have a 270° to 310° degree field of view, so wait till they 
either have their head behind something or they are 
looking away from you. If you can see their eyes they can 
see you. If you haven’t tried hunting from the ground you 
are missing out on an exciting and rewarding way to bow 
hunt.  
 

What is QDM? 
 

Quality Deer Management (QDM) is a 
management philosophy or practice that unites 
landowners, hunters, and managers in a common goal of 
producing biologically and socially balanced deer herds 
within existing environmental, social, and legal 
constraints. 

The approach  typically involves the protection 
of young bucks (yearlings and some 2.5  year-olds) if 
they are being over harvested, combined with an 
adequate  harvest of female deer to maintain a healthy 
population in balance with existing  habitat conditions 
and landowner  desires. 

This level of deer management involves the 
production of: 
- Quality deer (bucks, does, and fawns),  
- Quality habitat,  
- Quality hunting experiences, and  
- Quality hunters. 

You can obtain more information by visiting the 
QDMA and QDMA Canada web pages. 

 
 

Thank You 
 

To our 
  

Supporters, Sponsors & Members 
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Wildlife Trust Fund Provides 

Grant to QDMANB 
By: The Editorial Team 

 

he New Brunswick Wildlife Trust Fund has provided 
a grant to QDMANB in the amount of $5,950 for the 

Branch’s first research project. The “infrared camera deer 
density survey project” is well underway and a report is 
expected during winter 2010.  
 

One of the leading objectives of the project is to validate 
this innovative method for determining deer densities.  In 
the long term, this technique will be invaluable to verify 
the variance of localized deer densities, to that of 
provincial deer density numbers within wildlife 
management zones. This method could eventually assist 
landowners, communities and government to make sound 
management decisions. 
 

The project is lead by QDMANB Research Director Tom 
Byers in collaboration with Sylvain Caron and NBDNR 
Deer Biologist Rod Cumberland. The project is divided 
into two research areas: one in WMZ 2 and one in WMZ 
22. Several members of QDMANB are also involved in 
the project. 
 

The NB Wildlife Trust Fund was established in 1997 by 
the Department of Natural Resources as a non-
governmental agency to further wildlife conservation in 
the province of New Brunswick. It is managed by the New 
Brunswick Wildlife Council.  
  

This initiative was taken to fund a range of programs for 
the enhancement of New Brunswick’s wildlife, fish and 
their habitats. The main source of revenue is from a 
conservation fee on hunters, anglers, and fur harvesters 
licences. Other conservation-supporting New 
Brunswickers can contribute by purchasing the special 
Conservation licence plates.  
 

The Research committee and the members of the Board of 
Directors of QDMANB are considering a number of 
options to promote as the second research project in 2010. 
Should you wish to make a contribution to the discussion, 
please write to us at qdmanb@nb.sympatico.ca.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QDMANB Newsletter 
 

he QDMANB Newsletter is published at least three 
times per year, by the New Brunswick Branch of the 

Quality Deer Management Association. News bulletins 
are also distributed to our mailing list throughout the year. 
 

QDMANB extends to all of you an invitation to 
participate in our activities. We are also interested in your 
comments on this newsletter or any other matter that will 
serve the interests of the whitetail deer, deer management 
and hunters in general in New Brunswick.  
 

Please take the time to invite those persons you believe 
may be interested in our newsletter to write to us by e-
mail or regular mail, in order to be included on our 
mailing list.  Our email:  qdmanb@nb.sympatico.ca 
 

 

What is QDMA? 
 

he Quality Deer Management Association’s 
(QDMA) mission is to promote sustainable, high 

quality white-tailed deer populations, wildlife habitats, 
and ethical hunting experiences through education, 
research, and management in partnership with hunters, 
landowners, natural resource professionals, and the 
public. 

Objectives 
• To serve as a collective and responsible voice for 

white-tailed deer hunters and managers. 

• To improve the quality of deer herds and hunting 
experiences through sound deer management. 

• To promote hunter education and participation 
through the conducting of meetings, seminars, and 
demonstrations, and through the production of 
educational materials such as books, videos, and the 
QDMA’s journal, Quality Whitetails. 

• To promote and financially support deer research and 
management projects relating to white-tailed deer 
management and/or recreational hunting. 

• To enhance the public image of deer hunters and deer 
hunting by providing a code of ethics for members to 
follow. 
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